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Bosley Mansion

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 06-23-2004
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TINAME

HISTORIC
_ 2osley Mansion

AND/OR COMMON

FJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
yeorgia Ct. & Dixie

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
TS5 0n — VICINITY OF Minth
~C NTY
STATE ¥arylend 361 More
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC lOCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE ——MUSEUM
XBUILDING(S) _XPRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL —_PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  _RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT —INPROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED _-GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
__NO —__MILITARY __OTHER
EY OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
) - u, S~
Prestyterian Home o1 Md., Inc. Telephone #: 323-1622
STREET & NUMBER
ieorzia ot. o pDixie Or. .
CITY. TOWN sTATE , zip code
Towson —__ VICINITY OF Marylsnd 21204
S —
B LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION . .
Liber #: 40
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: L5h
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Countv COU.I‘ tS Building
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN STATE
Towson
EJI REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE
__FEDERAL _STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS
N CITY. TOWN STATE
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE a—
KEXCELLENT _DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
_GOoD __RUINS X ALTERED __MOVED oxuﬂ!!ﬁha1232\
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

There were many styles which became popular during the Victorian era
and the Mansard was one of the most significant. It enjoyed popularity both
in public and private structures with the "Executive Office Building™ in
Washington D.C. and the "Baltimore City Courthouse"™ being examples. The
Towson erea has had a significant number of examples of this style as well.
The John I Yellott House and the Urban House were right in the center of
town and in the surrounding area the Historic Towson, Inc. survey has re-
cently encountered Aigburth, Lewis Roberts, and #1517 W. Joppa Road. Quite
a few residences of this style are in Lutherville. The Bosley Mansion
belongs to this group because of its age, style and location but also, like
Aigburth and Lewis Roberts, it appears to be the result of "Victorianizing."
All three buildings are indicated on the maps of 1852 and 1857 which were
published prior to the popularity of the style. Physical evidence suggests
that the Mansard portion of the Bosley house may be an addition to an earlier
structure. It is possible that it totally replaced an earlier structure
but at any rate in its present role as the central core to a large nursing
home the building is an effective document of this nationally important
style, It is the last Mensard building within sight of Vietorian Court- .
House Square.

The large house is not a "free standing" structure insofar as it is
flanked on three sides by single and double story wings. The impressive
portico of its main facade may not be orizinal ss well. ZExamination of the
Bosley Mansion pointed up some problems that are as yet unresolved. It is
certain that the esst, north and westernmost portions of this large complex
are all modern zdditions made since the.Presbetyrians estsblished the nursing
home here in 1929. That portion of the west wing, however, where it jJoins
the central block is at least as old ss the Mamsard portion if not older.

A non-functional chimney support and non-functional windows in the basement
of this portion of the building, as well as stucco covered clapboards seen
in the sttic prove that the west wing once ended approximately 25 feet west
of the mzin block. & replacement roof and repointing of the foundation make
it difficult to acertein if this wing is earlier thanthe main block or not
although the visible wall framing suggests that it is free stonding. A
centralized, symmetrical snd sometimes nearly square block is characteristic
of Mansard buildings with any sdditions usually msde st the rear. If the
west wing is originel it is somewhat of an oddity with its shorter height
snd zable roof breaxing the symmetry of the central block. The L-shape
appesrs on the 1915 Atlas by Promley.

Another problem in decerning the original appearsnce of the Bosley
Mansion is pointed up by the non-functionsl windows in the south cellar
wall of the mein block. Their presence suggests that the veranda and portico
of that fscade (which includes the same bracketing ss the main eaves) is -

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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I SIGNIFICANCE
I —
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
#“ SREMISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —_SCULPTURE
- —1800-1699 X ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 —ART —_ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER
*_1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —_DTHER [SPECIFY)
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1845 - 1877 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the most important episovdes in the history of Towson was its
selection as the county seat in 1853. That fact resulted in a significant
period of growth and much westward expsnsion of the town. Most of that
westward growth including the erection of the Courthouse and jail took
place on the land of Dr. Grafton M. Bosley. The central portion of the
large complex housing the Presbyterian Nursing Home was the Bosley residence,

The large building is typified by its Mansard stylinz and while there

s is some physical evidence of an earlier structure in the west wing, it is

: probably this main portion that is the most significant. The popularity
of this style after the Civil War was nation-wide and is often cited in the

o~ authoritative literature on Victorian architecture. The Towson area had
its share of these buildings although they have become few snd central
Towson itself lost the last of its several Mansard roofs in the lsst reno-
vation of the John I. Yellott House (Penn Hotel) in 1978.

In addition to the importance of the Bosleys in belping to build Towson
snd the very age of the building with its well asppointed interior, it is
the growing scarcity of examples of this important style in this region
that makes the Bosley Mansion an important structures.’

7~
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
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EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Sze Attachment

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

E81F ORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

WAYNE L. NIELD 1
ORGANIZATION HISTORIC TOwWSON, 1:n. DATE

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PsS- 1108
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Tax Assessments

1876 Tax Assessment Record for Baltimore County District 9

Jrafton M. Hosley

"Highlands™ 130 acres @ $ 225

Improvements % 9,150
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LI3gR PFOLIO DATZE aRali TOR agRaNTEE
660 LSk Octcber 2, 1928 Soutnland Company Presbyterisn Home of
Mar rland
3eginning at the corner formed by the intersection of tne north side
of jeorgia Zt. and the west side of Florids Rd. Northeast 332.57 ft.,
Nortnwest SLlL ft. i5 the east side of Dixie Dr., Southwest 354.57 ft.,
Southeast 605.88 fi. to beginning.
3eing lot # 11, block 1 in Plat 300k 7, folio 187 "Part of Subdivision
of 3Southland Hills"
632 178 March L, 1926 J. Elmer “jeisheit % wife Southland Company
555 252 sy 20, 1922 Emily J. Offutt J. Zlmer Weisheit
236 515 December 5, 1901 Arthur L. 3osley et al Emily J. Offutt
Trastees

containing 17.79 acres

artaur L. 3osley et al Trustees were appointea by graiton M. 3osley by way
of his Last Will and Testament dated Janusry ii, 1901 and recorded in Will
Book 12, folio 111l.

N~

fton . 3osley came to Towsontown in
iicine with his uncle Josiah iMzrsh,
C, JOr. Zosley inherited his estate i:




Item 7, page 21 BA-9G7

not original. It is possible, however, that the portico in spite of its
brackets is an alteration to the Mensard design.

Physical Description:

The basement area revezls that st one point this residence was L-shaped.
There are stone walls, s modern cement floor and one can see mechanically
vertical sawn joists measiring 3 inches by 9 inches.

In the west wing 2L '"West of the main block is s non-functional chimney
support projecting 18 inches into the room with a total thickness (originsl
end wall) of 36 inches. A hearth support is still visible.

Regardless of whether the oldest portion of the west wing pre-dates the
main block or not it appears to be @ free standing structure that measures
13% feet deep and 18 feet long in the basement.

The aforementioned mechanically sawn joists in the west wing have an
18 inch center-to-center transverse placement, however, st the east end of
the room there is a 3 foot wide space containing longitudinal braces suggestive
of an earlier stairs opening.

Additional evidence of a difference in sge between the west wing and
main block is s tuick sill on the east end of the wing that exhibits a non-
functional moriise, presumably for a now missing stud.

A total replacement of any possible earlier flooring is suggested by
the fact that the joists snd flooring of the main block are identical to
those of the west wing. As mentioned, the south cellar wall of the main
block contains non-functional windows. It can be seen in tlis area thet the
hall and flanking parlors are differentiated by longitudinal joists beneath
the parlors and transverse joists supporting the hall floor.

The stuccoed exterior obscures the fact that this is a frame building.
The interior of the south foundation and a line visible on the exterior
suggest that there is a 15 inch brick watertsble on top of the stone founda-
tion into which the wooden studs are smbedded.

First Floor:

The west wing is presently used ss a diming room and reception area.

A larze upright and longitudinzgl zirder differentiate the old from the new
portions but any other early appearance is gone.

The main block, however, approaches & museum like stmosphere 2s its
rooms retain much late Victorian decoration that is complemented with period
furnishings. The centrslly located hall is entered by 2 doorway with side-
lights, fanlight transom and tracery. It is seperated from the stair zrea
by a tudor archway which is bracketed at the springs. The hallway is altered
and neither the stairs nor their location appears original when compared to
those of the second floor. The smaller psrlors that flank the main hsll sre
entered by doors opening into a "back" hall which runs transversely and nearly
bisects the entrance hall. The west parlor does have a door opening into
the entrance hall. Thst parlor contsins built-in shelving. Both parlors
have fireplaces in their north walls that are served by centrally located
interior ciimneys. The mantelpiece in the west parlor is relatively plain.
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sraftion ¥, 3osley

Jr. Jrafton M.
for 311,5CC

involving tne ots indicsted on the plat of Sraftcon M.
Zosley's land ss surveyed by lnsrlss 2. Mcellean in 1891,
"and for the purpgose o7 ms«king accessivle the sesid lots, it
is hereby undersiood itnzt the following avenues represented
on said plat are nereby declcated tc pudblic use, to wits
Chesaspeaxe Avenue, Pennsylvania Avenue, Allegheny avenue,

2
Highlanc Avenue snd 3osley Avenuelm
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FRCI{: THZ JeFFoRSONIAN, TOWSCOKN, FARYLAND, FRIDAY, LCVIMBER 16, 1945
(VOL. XXXV - NO. &)
Page 1:
YOUR COUKRTY
BOSLEY MANSIOHN IS NCW HAVEHR FOR AGzD wWOHEN
BULLDER DONATZD COUXYT HGCUSE SITE
Sometime in the late eighteen sixties, Dr, Grafton . Zosley, who
had inherited a large tract of land from his uncle, Dr. Josiah larsh, in-
cluding all of what is now Towson, west of the York Road, scuth of the
Joppa Road, north of the Sheppard-Pratt Hospital, and east of Woodbine
Avenue, togetiner with the liarsh homestead, now owned and occupied by lrs,

Te Scott Cffutt, decided =
in what is now the 'Scuthl
story traze, brick-lined
twenty-iive acre ari
til shoertly tefore ni

1

(s
s dea

ton Offutt,
brother, Thomas W, O
who, in turn, made it
however, to about four and

ing lots in the "Southland
Mr, Vieisheit cccupied
grounds of four and a halfl
Dr. Bosley, builder o

upon which the Court Kouse
He also donated

¢ build a home of his own. So selectirg a site
and Hills" secticen of Towscn, he erected a three-
colonial mansion in the middle of a charming
parx?) and made it nis place of residence un-
th, about 1900, L/

and became the home of Mil
til his death. Then it was occupied Ly his
about 1920, sold it to Zlmer J., WWeisheit,
reducing the 1 iate surrounding grounds,
11f acres and platting the rest for builad-

'" developnment.

into the hz2nds

nmed

o
=

I3
<

the house until
acres, to tnhe Pr

wnen he sold it, with its
erian tiome of laryland.

f the mansicn, donated to the County
was built when Towson was

the grourd
made the County seat.

2/

the land for Trinity Church— on Alleghany Avenue.

A rather anmusing story is told in connection with the location of the
County seat. Cocxerysville wanted it and those navwnf charge of making the
selecticn of the site seexed comewhat inclinea *to nl; e it there., Josnua
Cockey, the trincipal landownsr in Cockeysville end vicirnity, is said to
have been apprecachea on the propesition of ohtxchtlng a Court Hcuse site,
ard, as the story goes, wnile he disnlayed a willingness to donate the re-~
qu‘raA land, exoressed considerable anxiety for the safety of his avnple or-
chzrd in the event of his town being decided uvpon fcr the site of a Court
Louse.

1/ : . :
dre Zecsley died January 25, 1921,
2/ - . -
= Dr no%t donate land for the churchi e donated land fcor the
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He feared that hoodlums attending criminal trials would raid his apple
orcharéd - so Dr. Eosley's offer was accepted and Towson won the County seat
by an apple orchard.

After the Dr, Bosley mansion in "Southland Hills" was acquired by the

Presbyterian Eozme of lMaryland much nad to be done before the place was
ready for its guests.

Many residents of Towson viewed the begipning of remodeling operations
of the old Jr. Bosley mansion with sinking hearts, but vefore the work had
progressed far the depression eased, for it socn became apparent that the
house itself was not to be changed and %inat the dormitory wing, wiich was
being built to the east, was cdesigned to harmonize nicely with the original
structure, The work completed, hurt nobody and gave the Fresbyterian Hoze

ample accomnzodations for imnediate purposes.

Lt present .the Home 1s equipped to accomnodate forty women guesis, Some-
time in the future the management hopes to expand its facilities to care for
that many male guests.

Cne must be sixty-five before she is eligible for entrance, but once
in she may stay for the remainder of her days, and soms have been in the
dome for years.,

The Home is not an institution. It has nothing outside of the cffice
to suggest an institution. There are few rules, ounly enough to pravent con-
fusion and keep the carefully concealed machinery of the place running
smoothly. Guests may come and go at will., The Home is supreorted by contribu-

tions from all Prestyterian churches in the State, then, too, eaci guest
has to pay an entrance fee of several hundred dollars, This entrance fee en~

titles her to remain 3in the Home for the rest of ner llle.

Copied by Claire A. Richardson
January 21, 1973 "

Infermaticon given in footnotes 1 and 2 on the previous page was supplied
by Dre. Bosley's granddaughter, Mrs. Richard T. Pilling, Jr. of Baltimore.
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Maryland
Baltimore County Bosley Mansion
District IX

A3009 75504
1860

Towson home of Dr. Grafton M. Bosley; built of stone,

plastered over, portico, and cupola,

Greatly enlarged for its present use as the Maryland

Presbyterian Home,

(First HABS Report)

E. Frances Offutt
HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE

COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

July 29, 1965



) /’ Tow
{‘J}' PY

-"_ls

g

‘;\g x =

J
S

Loyt

N4

PENNSYL VAN A o
s
\

udowood

N A
Y

'.k o 7‘\L”" aul anatorium
e BUrRke b 'nw Y
I S AVE /o
N I i T —
U l i i ‘ # .
frn ey d / ’\—_J_:/ b
/TJWSON STATE i al
J TEACHERS CQLLEGE 7~ 7 servoit s
T Y~ - I

\//1\J 2 coun 1ub
NS Country Club 40y
NE;\L;J:—'{/' of Maryland i

i Golf Course ___
-

ﬂﬁt /i

L Q
/ =/
A f . | iy S
e ! VA = L ST aa
T ‘\\\‘{'L‘\\k N \'/\\4; h

Anneslie ¥

p /\\\\\ -
PR

. \\,O \\ 7§
& /\%9 \ n\ﬁaculéﬁg\ﬁ?&/&rb l Pet !

wimming

£

¥

3

ools

A =" o v
) e~
c?;}z; ‘lgeh\rl" S %,

g h g oo
Hlage | fire— [

L P

AN o et

5 { Y 3038

‘S \\ 1 %/ g
& S /

P -, Ay
((‘ Ig\r&attISh&lL A” % \/\ /i

N ) s YA it i, .
) -~ | of Mary Sel:-- [/ Cemetery

‘\\{ //»}'\\ \/):’?/{’L"?O (éh//’/ﬂ '\\a‘\ééh{%.g‘% B o
A | He fs) ! Hillendale o

‘/V/llé)"’~<- e"!“i g/h '
7S === . Farms - /

YN T

i

B
SN / f
i1 ;‘,r\,§¢ flengale

[ e /'
Y e S
Tendhle L Mbrelahd)

A

K -’%emq{say
Ptk

| fCepietery)

wWlldi . )
u\; .






BA-97
Roscer Nans/on

S. FACADE

J-oRcoRr AN
7/29







BA- 97

Bosecey MansionN
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